
 
 
 
 
 

ANTICIPATION AND EXCITEMENT AT UNVEILING OF PLANET 
IN FOCUS 2011 LINEUP 

Expanded Offerings and More Industry Programs 

Toronto, September 22, 2011 - - Five days, 75 film premieres, and a wide array of 
programming that includes leading filmmakers and environmentalists from all over the world, 
generated much excitement today when Planet in Focus Environmental Film Festival’s 
Executive Director Sarah Margolius and Director of Programming Kathleen Mullen unveiled 
the entire 2011 line-up at a press conference held at the Royal Ontario Museum’s Schad 
Gallery of Biodiversity in Toronto, Canada. 
 
Award-winning filmmaker Kevin McMahon, this year’s winner of the Canadian Eco-Hero 
Award; Dave Ireland, Managing Director of Biodiversity Programs at the Schad Gallery of 
Biodiversity at the Royal Ontario Museum; and a majestic red-tailed hawk, courtesy of Earth 
Rangers, also took to the stage during the launch.   
 
"For 12 years, Planet in Focus has been the meeting place for those interested in the state of 
our planet, and making the best world possible through the magic of film, says Sarah 
Margolius, Executive Director. “We continue to break new ground this year with an expanded 
roster of films and events, which include artists, visionaries and pioneers along with their 
compelling films for audiences of all ages.” 
 
"We are incredibly excited to present such an entertaining and diverse selection of films that 
bring fresh perspectives and innovative solutions to environmental matters that range from a 
small town's struggle to survive in Darwin, food production in Enjoy Your Meal and the fine 
line between war and peace in The Day of the Sparrow." says Kathleen Mullen, Director of 
Programming for Planet in Focus.  
 
The Festival’s Opening Night at TIFF Bell Lightbox features a green carpet celebration to 
launch Chris Paine’s REVENGE OF THE ELECTRIC CAR, the follow-up to Who Killed the 
Electric Car. Paine will be in attendance to introduce the Opening Night Film on October 12 
along with do-it-yourself car converter Greg "Gadget" Abbott, who makes an unforgettable 
appearance in the film. Reverend Gadget is also the star of the TV shows Smash Lab and 
Monster House.   
 
Also, previously announced is The Closing Night Gala THE WHALE, narrated by Ryan 
Reynolds. Filmmakers Suzanne Chisholm and Michael Parfit will be present to introduce 
the film.  Also in attendance will be dolphin activist Richard (Ric) O’Barry, featured in the 
2010 Academy Award®-winning documentary The Cove, who will be honoured with the 
International Eco Hero Award on Closing Night. 
 
This year, Planet in Focus will shine a spotlight on the theme of landscapes, looking at 
contemporary film and videomakers who are challenging and redefining our changing 
perceptions of landscape.  
 

 

http://www.thecovemovie.com/�


Films from the international selection examine how issues as diverse as rising sea levels, 
slash-and-burn agriculture, post-industrialism, the globalized food trade, desertification, 
glacial recession and the generation of coal and nuclear energy are transforming global land 
and seascapes. 
 
Canadian selections included in this Spotlight explore the sustainability of the nation’s urban 
and industrial development, the beauty of the land and the pressing environmental issues 
that are threatening our landscape. 
 
ON THE LINE and SPOIL both address Enbridge Inc.’s proposed Northern Gateway Pipeline 
Project, investigating how the pipeline would affect the communities and ecosystems on the 
projected oil route. ON THE LINE director Frank Wolf will be in attendance at the Toronto 
premiere. 
 
Making its world theatrical premiere, BRICK BY BRICK: THE STORY OF EVERGREEN 
BRICK WORKS follows Evergreen Director Geoff Cape on his mission to realize the Brick 
Works renewal and ecosystem rehabilitation project, and the years of planning and financing 
that helped create the sustainable community hub we know today. Director Catherine 
Annau and Geoff Cape will be in attendance. The screening will be followed by a panel 
discussion on sustainable design in Toronto. 
 
THE GOLD OF OTHERS (L'Or des autres) unearths the struggle between the federal Mining 
Act’s prioritization of the right to exploit subsoil resources—in this case, gold—and citizens’ 
rights to protect their land and property in Malartic, Quebec. Director Simon Plouffe will be 
in attendance. 
 
WHITE WATER BLACK GOLD: KEEPERS OF THE WATER follows glacial hiking guide David 
Lavallee on a three-year journey from ice fields to oil fields. Narrated by actor and 
environmentalist Peter Coyote, the film investigates how the expansion of the Alberta Tar 
Sands is putting half of Canada's water supply at risk. David Lavallee will be in attendance.  
 
Among its roster of films from Central America to India and Iceland to Africa, the Festival 
features seven world premieres, two North American premieres and 18 Canadian premieres.  
 
Making its world premiere, PORTRAIT OF RESISTANCE: THE ART & ACTIVISM OF 
CAROLE CONDÉ AND KARL BEVERIDGE explores not only the art and activism of Toronto-
based, socially-conscious art vanguards Carole Condé and Karl Beveridge, but also the 
underlying philosophy marrying the two, that “People who produce culture are in some way 
trying to make change. It’s a difference of whether you’re changing the art world or you’re 
changing the real world.”  Director Roz Owen, Producer Jim Miller, Carole Condé and Karl 
Beveridge will be in attendance.  
 
UP IN SMOKE follows tropical ecologist Mike Hands on a three-year journey as he attempts 
to persuade Honduran farmers to adopt a groundbreaking sustainable alternative to the 
widespread practice of slash-and-burn agriculture, one of the world’s largest contributors to 
climate change and equatorial deforestation.  A Honduran coup prevented Hands from 
appearing at the 2009 United Nations Climate Summit in Copenhagen, but his persistence 
earned him the opportunity to present his research to the U.N. last March.  Director Adam 
Wakeling will be in attendance.  
 
NIGER RIVER: A RIVER UNDER SIEGE features explorer, climate journalist and star of the 
film Himalaya Alert at last year's Festival, Bernice Notenboom as she and her team embark 
on a 750-kilometre kayak expedition on the Bani and Niger Rivers towards Timbuktu, Mali to 
discover how the local Fulani, Bozo and Tuareq tribes are adapting to the extreme weather 
conditions they are experiencing. Bernice Notenboom will be in attendance for the world 
premiere.  



 
FROM CHERNOBYL TO FUKUSHIMA: A CAMPAIGNER’S JOURNEY follows Shawn-Patrick 
Stensil, a Nuclear Analyst with Greenpeace Canada, as he journeys to Chernobyl on the 25th 
anniversary of its nuclear catastrophe and to Fukushima, where earlier this year the threat of 
nuclear disaster unfolded. The film also documents Stensil’s passionate and ongoing struggle 
back home to convince the Ontario government to abandon their plans to develop two new 
reactors at the Darlington Nuclear Generating Station. Director Aube Giroux will be in 
attendance. 
 
THE CLEAN BIN PROJECT witnesses partners Jen and Grant’s battle to see who can swear 
off consumerism and produce the least amount of garbage in a year. Their light-hearted 
competition is set against a darker examination of waste in North American society. THE 
CLEAN BIN PROJECT presents the serious topic of waste reduction with optimism, humour 
and inspiration for individual action.  Director Grant Baldwin and Producer Jen 
Rustemeyer will be in attendance. 
 
Previously announced, THE POLAR EXPLORER, directed by Mark Terry who was recently 
honoured with the Gemini Humanitarian Award for his work on climate change, takes us on 
an historic journey to the Northwest Passage, where 10 of the world’s foremost polar 
scientists report on the latest signs of climate change. THE POLAR EXPLORER and its 
findings were so significant it was presented by the United Nations Environment Programme 
to delegates attending COP16, the Climate Change Conference in December, 2010. Mark 
Terry will be in attendance. 
 
CARBON FOR WATER explores how limited access to clean water in Kenya’s Western 
Province is forcing its population to felling trees to boil drinking water. With projected carbon 
emission cuts at 2,000,000 tons in the first year, an innovative company has financed the 
distribution and maintenance of 900,000 water filters to communities in the Western Province 
based entirely on carbon credits. Directors Evan Abramson and Carmen Elsa Lopez 
Abramson will be in attendance for the world premiere. 
 
LAST STAND ON THE ISLAND documents how, amidst a fury of hurricanes, steady erosion 
and the expanding saltwater canals of neighbouring oil and gas companies, the Bloxi-
Chitimacha-Choctaws—the last generaton of French-speaking Native Americans residing on 
southern Louisiana’s Isle de Jean Charles—refuse to abandon their rapidly sinking island. 
Directors Evan Abramson and Carmen Elsa Lopez Abramson will be in attendance. 
 
DARWIN is a fascinating portrait about an isolated community at the end of a weathered 
road in Death Valley, California.  Once a thriving mining town, Darwin is now home to a 
population of only 35 people who live without government, a church or regular jobs.  
"DARWIN is a beautiful, elegiac work with unexpected impact and meaning." (L.A. Times)  
 
FUTURE OF HOPE examines how inhabitants of the vast and beautiful Iceland are struggling 
to make ends meet in an economy that is suffering from a debt-system collapse.  With a 
fantastic soundtrack by Biggi Hilmars and a wonderful cast of characters, FUTURE OF HOPE 
explores how Icelanders have found innovative and sustainable ways to live in the future. 
 
URBAN ROOTS, the story of a community rebuilding Detroit through gardening and other 
revitalization initiatives. Produced by Leila Conners (The 11th Hour). 
 
WAKING THE GREEN TIGER is an inspired look at the new environmental movement in 
China. Seen through the eyes of activists, farmers and journalists, award-winning director 
Gary Marcuse follows an extraordinary campaign to stop a huge dam project on the Upper 
Yangtze River in south-western China.  The film features astonishing archival footage never 



seen outside of China, as well as interviews with a government insider and the people who 
are working to save the river. 
 
ON COAL RIVER captures the momentous efforts of local residents—including former coal 
miner Ed Wiley, ex-marine Bo Webb and Goldman Environmental Prize winner Judy Bonds—
to fight the contamination of vital waterways from coal slurry spills and the levelling of their 
mountainous landscape. Shot over a five-year period, the film documents the complex 
struggle within a community divided by environmental and economic concerns, as well as the 
residents-turned-activists' larger battle with Big Coal for the future of their town. 
 
THE AILING QUEEN (La Reine malade) follows Anicet Desrochers, an innovative beekeeper 
in the Laurentian mountains of Quebec, as he spreads the word about his pioneering 
ecological methods of breeding bees to be naturally resistant to disease. Indispensable to the 
balance and continuation of ecosystems, bees are dying in countless numbers, and nobody 
knows exactly why.  Desrochers helps fellow beekepers restore their colonies and cope with 
the perplexities of a large-scale crisis of which the public is still largely unaware. 
 
SOLARTAXI: AROUND THE WORLD WITH THE SUN follows Swiss school teacher Louis 
Palmer and his homemade Solartaxi on his epic 18-month adventure spanning the globe. 
Making history as the world’s first circumnavigator powered exclusively by the sun, Louis 
demonstrates to a multitude of passengers—including Jay Leno, James Cameron, Prince 
Hassan of Jordan and renowned scientists and politicians—that solar energy is not only 
functional and efficient, but a reliable alternative to fossil fuels. 
 
Continuing to develop Planet in Focus’ educational mandate and cultivating a new generation 
of “green film lovers,” the Children and Youth Programs encompass the School Program, 
FREE Children’s Programs and FREE Green Sprouts! Youth Filmmakers’ Showcase, which 
includes films from Planet in Focus’ own Youth Camera Action! Screening will be four short 
films from Youth Camera Action!, a video production program for youth 13 +. This year the 
program was held in the Jane-Finch community. Youth Filmmakers will be in attendance on 
Sunday, October 16 at the Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre, Al Green Theatre.   
 
Building on the success of previous years, the Festival features an expanded Industry 
Series which will include two days of panels, three innovative programs, a pitch session and 
new funding opportunities. The Industry Series represents a key crossroads for established 
and emerging filmmakers, broadcasters, distributors and business leaders interested in 
opportunities and collaboration in the environmental sector. The industry events will take 
place on Thursday, October 13 and Friday, October 14 at the Miles Nadal Jewish Community 
Centre in Toronto, and will conclude with an awards ceremony and reception. 
Highlights of the Industry series include: The Eco-Corporate Roundtable, an historic and 
innovative summit that builds bridges between environmental filmmakers and corporate 
business leaders from Tim Horton’s, Loblaw and ING Direct.  
 
In addition, the Festival also presents the highly anticipated Planet in Focus Green Screen 
Panel, which is devoted to cutting-edge developments in environmentally-friendly film 
production practices.  
 
The inaugural Planet in Focus Green Screen Award, which consists of a cash prize of 
$5,000, recognizes a filmmaker or producer who has taken behind-the-scenes action to 
incorporate eco-friendly film production techniques in a film or television production.  
Returning this year is The Green Pitch — an exciting competition awarding $5,500 in 
development funding and services to the best eco-film idea. Finalists will pitch their projects 
before a jury of film and television professionals and gain valuable, first-hand feedback.  



Five full days of screenings, workshops and receptions are capped with the Closing Night 
Gala, where Planet in Focus will present five competitive awards on Sunday, October 17 at 
7:00 PM.  
 
For the complete line-up and ticket information please visit www.planetinfocus.org 
 
Planet in Focus is Canada's leading not-for-profit environmental media arts organization, 
producing year-round programming across Canada and around the world and fostering a new 
generation of environmental filmmakers. 
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